Winning At Life series week 2 - "Pay Day"
Only God gives inward peace, and I depend on him. God alone is the mighty rock that
keeps me safe, and he is the fortress where I feel secure. God saves me and honors
me. He is that mighty rock where I find safety. Don't trust in violence or depend on
dishonesty or rely on great wealth. I heard God say two things: "I am powerful, and I am
very kind." The Lord rewards each of us according to what we do Ps 62:5 7,10 12 CEV
-

-

Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above
them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the Lord, the great
God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 'Amen! Amen!" Then they
bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. The LevitesJeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the
people were standing there. They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it
clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being read. Then
Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who
were instructing the people said to them all, 'This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do
not mourn or weep." For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words
of the Law. Nehemiah 8:5 9 NIV
-

Each year we will bring to the temple the first part of our harvest of grain and fruit. We
will bring our first-born sons and the first-born males of our herds and flocks and offer
them to the priests who serve in the temple, because this is what is written in God's
Law. To the priests in the temple of our God, we will bring the bread dough from the first
harvest, together with our best fruit, and an offering of new wine and olive oil. We will
bring ten percent of our grain harvest to those Levites who are responsible for collecting
it in our towns. A priest from the family of Aaron must be there when we give this to the
Levites. Then the Levites will put one tenth of this part in the temple storeroom, which is
also the place for the sacred objects used by the priests, the temple guards, and the
singers. Levites and everyone else must bring their gifts of grain, wine, and olive oil to
this room. We will not neglect the temple of our God. Nehemiah 10:35 39 CEV
-

I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and
that all the Levites and musicians responsible for the service had gone back to their
own fields. So I rebuked the officials and asked them, 'Why is the house of God
neglected?" Then I called them together and stationed them at their posts. All Judah
brought the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil into the storerooms. Neh. 13:10 12
-

When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the
Lord. Abel also brought a gift—the best portions of the firstborn lambs from his flock.
The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, but he did not accept Cain and his gift. This made
Cain very angry, and he looked dejected. Genesis 4: 3 5 NLT
-

Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How are we robbing you?'
"In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are
robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough
to store it. Malachi 3:8-10 MV

so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the
foreigners, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat
and be satisfied, and so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your
hands. Deuteronomy 14:29 NIV
Melchizedek blessed Abram with this blessing: "Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who has defeated your
enemies for you." Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the goods he had
recovered. Genesis 14:19 20 NLT
-

'What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For
you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore
the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes,
but do not neglect the more important things. Matthew 23:23 NLT
Then he said, "Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by
how much you own." Then he told them a story: 'A rich man had a fertile farm that
produced fine crops. He said to himself, What should I do? I don't have room for all my
crops.' Then he said, 'I know! I'll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I'll
have room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. And I'll sit back and say to
myself, "My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy!
Eat, drink, and be merry!'" "But God said to him, 'You fool! You will die this very night.
Then who will get everything you worked for?"`Yes, a person is a fool to store up
earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God." Luke 12:15 21 NLT
-

"This is what the Lord of Heaven's Armies says: The people are saying, The time has
not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord."' Then the Lord sent this message
through the prophet Haggai: 'Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house
lies in ruins? This is what the Lord of Heaven's Armies says: Look at what's happening
to you! You have planted much but harvest little. You eat but are not satisfied. You drink
but are still thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your wages disappear as
though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes! "This is what the Lord of
Heaven's Armies says: Look at what's happening to you! Now go up into the hills, bring
down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I will take pleasure in it and be honored, says
the Lord. You hoped for rich harvests, but they were poor. And when you brought your
harvest home, I blew it away. Why? Because my house lies in ruins, says the Lord of
Heaven's Armies, while all of you are busy building your own fine houses. Hag. 1:2 9
-

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you
do," says the Lord of Heaven's Armies, "I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will
pour out a blessing so great you won't have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to
the test! Malachi 3:10 NLT
Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not
burdensome. For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory
through our faith. And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who
believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John 5:3 5 NLT
-

We achieve this victory through our faith.

