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"Let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be
taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God,
instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. And God permitting,
Heb. 6:1-3 (NIV)
we will do so."
Facts should
rejected.

faith, but facts will not

faith that has been

Honest Doubt Remains Obedient

"After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was
a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.
The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen,
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead
of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." So
the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and
ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said.
They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus
said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to
Galilee; there they will see me." Then the eleven disciples went to
Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted."
Matt.28:1-2, 5-10, 16-17 (NIV)
Doubt is

a reason for disobedience.

Honest Doubt Makes Room For Faith To Return

"Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, 'We have seen the Lord!' But he
said to them, 'Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.'
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
into my side. Stop doubting and believe." Thomas said to him, "My
Lord and my God!"'Live a life of engaging in worship, walk it out in
obedience and faithfulness as the people God created us to be.
Jn. 20:24-28 (NIV)

God responds to 'honest doubtfulness' with
to believe.
Honest Doubt Surrenders It To God

"'A man in the crowd answered, 'Teacher, I brought you my son, who is
possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it
seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth,
gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out
the spirit, but they could not.' You unbelieving generation,' Jesus
replied, 'how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with
you? Bring the boy to me.' So they brought him. When the spirit saw
Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the
ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy's
father, 'How long has he been like this?' From childhood,' he
answered. 'It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.' If you can'?' said
Jesus. 'Everything is possible for one who believes.' Immediately the
boy's father exclaimed, 'I do believe; help me overcome unbelief!"
Mark 9:17-24 (NIV)
"When you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one
who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the
wind."
James 1:6 (NIV)
"The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air."
I Thes. 4:16-17 (NIV)
"We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed."
I Cor. 15:51-52 (NIV)
We really have to learn to be
are
with our doubt.

with God and with others who

TALK IT OVER:
Read James 1:6 Is there an obstacle that keeps you from having honest faith?
What does James mean by being double-minded?
Find a safe person and prayerfully share your doubts, also write them
down and offer them up to God.

